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LETTER, 


SIR, 

WHEN  the  fubjea  of  the  Scots  Diftilleries  was 
laft  brought  before  the  Honourable  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr  Rofe,  he  was  pleafed  to 
fay,  that  it  was  a  bufinefs  of  much  intricacy, 
which  merited  minute  inveftigation.  He  told  the 
Houfe,  that  his  Majefly's  Minifters  had  anxioufly 
fought  for  information  upon  the  fubjed,  but  they 
were  not  yet  fully  informed  ;  that  what  information 
they  had  received,  had  come  but  lately  to  their 
hands  ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  not  ripe  for  imme- 
diate difcuflion. 

The  bufinefs  having  been  introduced,  you  thought 
proper  thus  to  expreis  yourfelf  : 

"  That  the  prefent  meafure  was  only  intended 
"  for  a  limited  time  ;  that  the  duties  on  all  the  Di- 
"  ftilleries  in  Scotland  muft  be  much  higher  than 
"  they  are  at  prefent,  or  elfe  the  Stills  muft  be  ftopt 

A  "altogether; 


[     4    ] 

"  altogether ;  for  the  police  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
"  try,  and  the  regard  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  its 
"  morals  as  well  as  health,  required  there  fhoiild 
"  be  a  great  increafe  in  the  price  of  fpirits.  The 
"  queftion  was  a  queftion-of  revenue  certainly,  but 
"  the  revenue  mufl  be  relinquifhed  altogether,  and 
"  the  Diftilleries  ilopt,  if  the  confumption  of  fpi- 
"  rits  could  not  be  diminifhed  in  that  part  of  the 
"  kingdom ;  for  the  exceiTes  which  the  prefent  life 
"  of  them  occafioned  were  enormous." 

You  furely,  Sir,  merit  much  commendation  for 
delaying  the  difcuflion  of  the  bulinefs,  fo  as  you 
may  obtain  accurate  information,  and  have  time  to 
deliberate  maturely  upon  the  fubjedl ;  for  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  nothing  but  very  erroneous  ftate- 
ments  could  have  induced  you  to  exprefs  yourfelf 
as  you  have  done.  Though,  therefore,  I  occupy  a 
very  humble  ilation  in  fociety,  I  mail  make  no  apo- 
logy for  this  addrefs,  as  I  think  myfelf  entitled  to 
embrace  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  delay  of 
the  bufinefs,  to  lay  before  you  the  following  flate- 
ment,  which,  from  what  you  faid  in  the  Houfe,  I 
am  perfuaded  will  be  found  entirely  new  to  you. 

There  were  three  points  of  view,  in  which 
you  was  pleafed  to  prefent  the  Scottiih  Diftil- 
leries  before  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons :  Firft,  You  confidered  them  as  the  occa- 
fion  of  diforder  to  the  internal  police  of  Scot- 
land ;  fecondly^  As  having  perverted  the  morals 
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of  that  people;  and,/^/^  As  having  enervated  both 
body  and  mind,  by  deftroying  their  health  and 
conftitution.  Feeling  that  generous  compaffion, 
which  the  view  of  fuch  exteniive  niiferies  mail  ne- 
cefTarily  excite,  you  difclaim  the  benefits  arifing 
to  the  public  revenue  from  the  Diflilleries  ;  fo  deep- 
ly do  you  deplore  thofe  pernicious  effects ! 

Whilil  I  read  your  fpeech,  I  almoft  felt  your  fpi- 
rit.  .  I  felt  you  'was  right ;  for  a  truly  patriotic  Go- 
vernment will  cheerfully  flruggle  through  every 
difficulty  in  matters  of  finance,  rather  than  patro- 
nize or  permit  any  manufacture,  any  occupation,  to 
be  carried  on,  by  which  the  health  of  the  people 
might  be  enervated,  their  moral  impreflions  weaken- 
ed, and  a  general  derangement  introduced  into  the 
police  of  the  country,  But  a  very  little  recollection 
called  off  my  attention  from  the  fplendor  of  the  fen- 
timent,  to  the  truth  of  the  fubject ;  and  I  cannot 
help  expreffing  my  aftonifhment,  that  a  gentleman 
of  your  acutenefs  in  difcerning  the  characters  of 
men,  and  who  is  poffefled  of  fuch  nice  political 
powers,  which  enable  you  to  difcover  truth  amidft 
the  multifarious  informations,  which  on  evejy  poli- 
tical fubject  are  daily  laid  before  you.  I  am  afto- 
nifhed  that  you  mould  have  fuffered  yourfelf  to  be  fo 
ealily,  fo  entirely  milled,  by  the  acknowledged  im- 
perfect informations  you  have  received,  which,  ei- 
ther by  direct  falfehood,  or  deilgned  ambiguity,  have 
kept  the  truth  entirely  out  of  view,  and  led  you  to 
makehaily,  unfounded,  and  dangerous  conglufions, 
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I  know  not,  indeed  I  cannot  know,  who  arc 
your  informers,  nor  what  they  can  have  faid  to  you 
concerning  the  Scots  Diftilleries.  Thefe  details  are 
among  the  arcana  of  Government ;  but  it  is  now 
no  fecret  that  the  impreflion  made  by  them  upon 
your  mind  is,  "That  the  people  of  Scotland  have  be- 
come highly  immoral  and  diforderly,  and  fo  enormoufly 
intemperate,  that  they  will  drink  to  excefs  ;  by  the  ufe 
of  fpirituous  liquors  they  'will  render  loth  their  bc-dies 
and  their  mind  incapable  of  virtuous  exertion,  unlefe 
they  are  retrained  by  the  coercive  power  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  with  all  due  fubmriRon,  to  ob- 
ferve,  you  did  not  judge  wifely  to  hold  Scotland 
up  to  the  world  in  fo  contemptible  a  point  of 
view.  There  is  not  any  kingdom  in  Europe,  ac- 
cording to  the  extent  of  population,  where  you  will 
find  greater  numbers  of  men,  poflelTed  of  the  beft 
virtues  of  human  nature,  and  endued  with  the 
niceft  feelings  of  perfonal  honour.  But  whatever 
you  may  think  of  this  remark,  your  public  attack 
upon  the  public  character,  the  refpeclability,  the 
virtue,  and  honour  of  this  country,  has  been  acute- 
ly felt,  and  has  excited  a  general  glow  of  indigna- 
tion. The  people  of  Scotland  are  indeed  poor,  but  in 
the  midft  of  their  poverty  they  are  proud;  and  though 
their  pride  is  not  the  pride  of  wealth,  it  is  the  pride 
pf  honefty,  of  induftry,  of  virtue ;  a  pride  of  charac- 
ter incompatible  with  debauchery,  with  underftand- 
ings  deranged,  and  bodies  enfeebled  by  intempe- 
rance. 
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ranee.  I,  who  have  lived  in  Scotland  for  three 
fcore  years,  can  from  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country  allure  you,  that  you  are  totally  deceived 
by  your  informers  ;  the  people  of  Scotland  cannot 
be  juftly  accufed  of  a  difpoiition  to  intemperance; 
there  are  fome  worthlefs  wretclies  in  every  country, 
and  many  perfons  of  diffipated  and  immoral  charac- 
ters are  certainly  to  be  found  in  Scotland ;  but 
do  you,  for  this  reafon,  think  yourfelf  entitled  to 
ftigmatize  their  national  character  ?  Is  it  coniiilent 
with  your  political  juftice  or  wifdom,  to  tell  the  Scots 
nation  that  you  confider  them  as  a  race  of  fuch  fools 
and  blackguards,  that  it  requires  the  coercive  hand 
of  Government  to  reftrain,  and  to  preferve  them 
in  decency  and  moderation.  I  intreat.  Sir,  you 
will  permit  yourfelf  to  be  better  informed ;  let  a 
comparifon  be  made  between  the  inhabitants  of 
Scotland  and  thofe  of  any  other  country,  and  I  am 
fure,  that,  in  point  of  fobriety,  it  will  be  highly  in 
their  favour. 

Intemperance  is  indeed  the  prolific  parent  of 
many  crimes,  but  if  I  may  give  credit  to  the  very 
ingenious  flatements  of  Mr  Colquhoun  upon  the 
police  of  London,  and  calculate  the  extent  of  in- 
temperance from  the  number  of  crimes  there  com- 
mitted, I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  the  people 
of  Scotland  are  comparatively  temperate  indeed ! 
For  by  thefe  flatements  it  appears,  there  are 
more  crimes  committed  within  one  week  in  London, 
than  will  be  found  throughout  all  Scotland  for 
many  years.  Why  then  do  you  not,  allow  them 
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a  char  a  &er  for  temperance  in  proportion?  Some  per- 
fon  poflibly  has  told  you,  that  he  is  plagued  with 
his  footmen  or  coachmen,  who  get  often  intoxi- 
cated ;  it  may  have  been  reprefented  to  you, 
that  fome  manufacturers  have  complained,  that  a 
few  of  their  labourers  have  for  a  while  deferted 
their  work,  injured  their  matter,  and  hurt  their  fa- 
milies. But  are  fuch  trifling  details  worthy  the  ear 
or  confideration  of  a  flatefman  ?  Are  thefe  fufficient 
to  involve  the  character  of  a  whole  nation  ?  Let 
Scotland  alone,  Sir,  and  you  will  find  them  retaia 
their  invariable  character  of  a  high-minded,  active, 
indufcrious,  and  fober  people. 

It  is  indeed  very  difficult  to  get  at  the  fecrets  of 
Government;  and  though  I  had  the  opportunity,  I 
have  not  the  leaft  inclination  to  do  it ;  but  when 
public  report  points  out  any  thing  which  affedts  the 
general  intereft,  whether  the  report  is  true  or  falfe, 
it  is  right  to  prevent  its  being  productive  of  injurious 
confequences.  It  is  for  this  reafon  I  beg  leave  to 
Itate  to  you  the  following  particulars. 

Report  fays,  that  the  commanding  officers  of 
certain  regiments  lately  come  from  England  have 
reprefented,  that  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  they 
can  maintain  the  difcipline  and  fobriety  of  their 
foldiers,  on  account  of  the  cheapnefs  of  fpirits  in 
this  country,  and  therefore  they  had  petitioned  for 
their  recall.  And  report  adds,  you  have  taken  this 
for  a  decifive  fad,  and  as  chara&eriltic  of  the  ftate 
of  this  country.  • 
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An  able  politician  weighs  every  circumftance  be- 
fore he  decides.  Did  you  prohibit  the  diftillation 
of  rum  in  the  Weft-India  Iflands,  before  you  fent 
thoufands  there  who  perifhed,  being  poifoned  by 
drinking  it  new  in  that  deftrudtive  climate  ?  Have 
you  forgot  how  the  army  under  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  perimed  by  eating  the  grapes  of  Champaigne, 
when  they  marched  into  France  ?  And  yet  thefe 
vines  are  not  rooted  up,  as  deftruetive  to  the  people 
of  that  province.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you,  that 
thefe  foldiers  who  were  fent  to  Scotland  mufl 
haye  been  very  profligate  and  unprincipled  in- 
deed, before  they  reached  this  place,  feeing  they 
have  been  fo  eaiily,  fo  fuddenly  corrupted  ? 
Might  it  not  have  occurred  to  you,  that  as  thefe 
men  were  called  upon  to  fupprefs  mobs  and  riots, 
which  is  always  an  ungracious  and  difagreeable 
fervice  to  a  foldier,  that  on  this  occalion  they  have 
poffibly  met  with  more  than  ordinary  indulgence 
from  their  officers,  and  difcipline  been  fuffered  a 
little  to  relax  ?  Might  it  not  have  occurred  to  you, 
that  as  you  know  his  Majefty,  of  his  wonted  good- 
nefs,  has  increafed  the  foldiers  pay,  and  as  in 
Scotland  they  found  provifions  much  cheaper  than 
they  did  in  England,  that  of  confequence  they 
found  more  money  in  their  pockets  than  they  were 
accuftomed  to,  or  knew  how  to  make  a  good  ufe  of; 
and  that,  therefore,  they  could  not  reiift  the  op- 
portunity and  temptation  to  indulgence,  which  they 
had  no  principles  to  oppofe  ?  All  this  you  might 
have  pondered  before  you  had  decided,  before  you 
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had  allowed  a  few  drunken  foldiers  to  lead  your  judge- 
ment refpedting  the  moral  (ituation  of  a  country. 

Confider,  Sir,  have  any  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Scots  Fencible  regiments  profer'd  a  iimilar  com- 
plaint ?  This,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  far  from  being  the 
cafe  ;  for  every  other  day  I  read  in  our  newfpapers, 
large  encomiums  upon  the  orderly  behaviour  of  the 
Scots  regiments,  publiihed  by  the  people  of  thofe 
places  where  they  have  been  flationed.  Indeed  it 
is  a  well  known  facl,  that  thofe  fons  of  the  north, 
being  better  principled,  even  among  all  the  tempta- 
tions to  which  they  are  habituated  from  their  youjh, 
obey  their  officers,  maintain  their  virtue,  and  are 
even  accumulating  what  by  them  is  efteemed 
wealth,  which  I  hope  a  fpeedy  peace  will  give  them 
opportunity  to  enjoy.  You  might  have  weighed 
thefe  circumftances,  you  ought  to  have  balanced  the 
evidence,  and  then  you  would  have  feen,  whether 
cheap  fpirits  or  licentious  foldiers  are  in  the  fault. 
But  you  may  now  furely  fay,  how  the  balance  Hands, 
which  ought  to  decide  your  judgement  as  to  the  tem- 
perance of  Scotfmen. 

I  am  farther  informed,  that  as  fome  time  ago  the 
meetings  of  thofe  ilyled  the  Friends  of  the  People  in 
Scotland  were  reprefented  to  you  as  originating  in 
the  intemperance  of  the  people,  occaiioned  by  the 
cheapnefs  of  fpirits,  and  that  you  gave  credit  to  that 
reprefentation  ;  fo  at  prefent  the  mobs  and  riots 
which  in  this  country  illegally  oppofed  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Militia-ad,  have  been  reprefented  to  you 
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as  derived  from  the  fame  origin.  I  have  no  doubt 
bat  you  have  received  fuch  reprefentations,  for  I 
know  many  gentlemen  in  this  country  who  are  pa- 
nic-ftruck,  who  refolve  every  difagreeable  event 
to  the  prevalence  of  reforming,  revolutionary,  demo- 
cratic principles.  Asthefe  men  attribute  every  difafter 
which  has  happened  in  France,  to  atheifm  and  falfe 
philofophy  ;  fo  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  find 
another  caufe,  the  exiilence  of  thefe  principles,  and 
every  diforder  which  happens  in  this  country,  with- 
out the  flighteft  countenance  from  reafon  or  truth, 
are  imputed  to  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirits,  and 
therefore  to  the  Diflilleries.  But  if  you,  Sir,  were 
as  well  acquainted  with  the  real  Hate  of  this  country 
as  I  am,  fuch  information  would  make  no  impreffioa 
upon  your  mind,  and  you  would  diftruft  the 
trembling  weaknefs  of  your  feeble-minded  in- 
formers. 

You,  who  are  deeply  read  in  human  nature, 
know  afluredlyj  that  neither  in  Scotland  nor  any 
where  elfe,  hag  treafon  or  fedition  originated,  or 
been  fupported  by  men  addicted  to  intemperance  ; 
nor  can  it  ever  happen.  The  Reforming, Societies 
of  Scotland  were  never  accufed  of  it ;  and  it  was 
in  fome  meafure  their  fobriety  which  made  them 
dangerous.  » 

Attend  to  the  hiftory  of  the  late  riots,  and 
you  will  find,  that  not  one  of  them  was  ex- 
cited in  any  populous  town,  where  diforderly 

people     are     generally    found     moil     numerous; 
they     commenced     in     obfcure    country-villages, 
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were  collected  in  count ry-pari flies  ;  they  were 
indeed  the  "  tears  of  Rachel  weeping  for  her 
children ;"  for  the  harmlefs  peafants,  with  domeflic, 
with  feeling,  with  affectionate  hearts,  looked  upon 
their  children,  when  compelled  to  become  foldiers 
fo  young,  as  loft  to  them,  and  loft  to  virtue  for  ever. 
.Had  the  Scot?  Militia-act  been  as  comprehenfive  in 
Scotland  as  it  is  in  England,  I  would  have  anfwered 
with  my  life  for  every  riot  it  would  have  produced 
in  this  country. 

The  Scots  people  were  always  foremoft,  they 
were  proud  to  defend  their  country ;  but  they  felt 
themfelves  entitled  to  be  put  upon  a  footing  with 
their  countrymen  in  England.  It  would  be  affecta- 
tion,  therefore,  if  you  pretended  to  believe  thofe  lick- 
ly  informations ;  you  know  it  is  impoffible  they  can  be 
true.  Look  a  little  deeper,  and  you  will  difcover  the 
origin  of  thefe  reports ;  look  a  little  deeper  and  you 
will  difcover  the  origin  of  the  difcon tents  and  riots 
which  have  fo  much  prevailed;  but  you  never  will 
find  the  well-founded  government  and  police  of  this 
country  affected  with  danger,  or  difordered  by  the 
cheapnefs  of  Scots  fpirits.  It  is  a  calumny,  grofs  and 
unfounded,  to  alledge,  that  the  Scots  people,  of  any 
defcription,  are. addicted  to  general  intemperance ; 
to  think,  therefore,  of  founding  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  that  idea,  is  a  dangerous  infult  upon  the 
people  of  Scotland,  and  a  wife  Legiflature  will  be 
cautious  of  making  fuch  an  experiment. 
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I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  not  mifconftrue  my  intention, 
as  if  I  held  an  argument  for  the  fake  of  the  Diflil- 
lers  ;  I  hold  myfelf  difccnne&ed  with  every  fuch 
idea  ;  do  with  them  as  you  pleafe,  tax  them  as  you 
think  proper ;  but  let  neither  the  public  character, 
or  public  interefl  fufFer,  by  your  giving  heed  to  infor- 
mations fo  totally  devoid  of  foundation  and  com- 
mon fenfe,  , 

I  pay  very  little  attention,  indeed,  to  the  anxiety 
you  exprefs  for  the  health  of  the  people  of  Scotland, 
to  preferve  which  you  would  deprive  them  of  fpi- 
rituous  liquors.  The  whele  country  laughs  at  the 
idea  !  Here,  Sir,  in  a  cold,  clear,  bracing  climate, 
parents  tranfmit.to  their  children  vigorous  conflitu- 
tions,  tortured  with  few  difeafes,  and  none  of  thefe 
imaginary  y  we  in  general  live  as  long  as  men  mould 
wiih  to  do  for  happinefs  ;  and  we  enjoy  life  as  long 
as  we  live.  This  is  far  from  indicating  the  debilita- 
ting powers  of  intemperance. 

Thus,  I  hope,  your  mind  is  fet  at  reft  from  your 
diilrefling  appreheniions  as  to  the  police,  the  mo-  - 
rals,  and  the  health  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  being 
ruined  by  the  Diftilleries,  You  fee  your  informa- 
tion upon  the  fubjecl  has  been  imperfedl,  falfe,  or 
treacherous.  As  the  ills  do  not  exift,  they  Hand 
not  in  need  of  the  coercive  hand  of  power  to  re- 
medy them.  But  though  you  mould  as  yet  remain 
unfatisried,  though  with  patriotic  afFe&ion  you  ftill 
deplore  the  deranged  and  miferable  Jlate  of  Scot- 
land, and  were  ilill  difpofed  to  attribute  thefe  cala- 

B  2  mities 


[     14    1 

mities  to  the  cheapnefs  of  fpirits ;  yet  I  mull  beg 
leave  to  obferve  to  you,  that  the  remedy  you  pro- 
pofe  is  not  only  highly  impolitic,  but  entirely  incompe* 
tent  to  the  end  propofed. 

You  have  juilly  and  humanely  renounced  all  idea 
of  revenue,  when  it  comes  in  competition  with  the 
more  momentous  objecl:  of  public  order,  and  the 
moral  prosperity  of  the  people.  I  mall  therefore 
put-  the  fubjedl  of  the  revenue  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion,  and  fuppofe,  with  you,  the  whole  Biftille- 
ries  in  Scotland  fupprefTed.  Now,  tell  me,  Sir,  do 
you  really  and  feriouily  think,  that  upon  that  event 
the  people  of  Scotland  will  take  your  prescription, 
and  relinquifh  the  ufe  of  fpirits  ?  Do  you  iincerely 
think,  that  upon  that  event  fpirits  would  be  con- 
liderably  dearer  than  they  are  at  prefent  ?  Is  it 
poffible  that  you  can  be  fo  ill  informed  as  to  be  per- 
iuaded,  that  it  is  the  legal  licenfed  Diflillers  acting 
legal!/;  who  occafion  the  fpirits  being  fold  fo  cheap 
as  they  are  at  prefent  ?  I  afk  thefe  questions,  be- 
caufe  I  am  fure  their  anfwer  is  plain  to  every 
thinking  perfon  who  is  acquainted  with  the  truth  of 
the/ubjecr. 

In  Scotland,  this  northern  climate,  in  the  moft 
fober  and  bed  regulated  families,  fpirits  are  con- 
lidered  amongil  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  you 
might  as  well  forbid  an  Engliihman  to  eat  beef  or 
bacon,  as  prohibit  the  Scots  the  ufe  of  fpirits.  The 
climate  demands  it,  and  immemorial  habit  has  given 
ftrength  to  the  demand,  and  rendered  it  irrefiflible. 

In 
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In  fuch  a  fituation,  there  is  not  an  arrangement  with- 
in the  power  of  his  Majefty's  Miniflers,  nor  even 
within  the  power  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  can  prevent  its  gratification. 

It  is  needlefs,  upon  this  topic,  to  fhew  away,  in 
eloquent  harangues.  The  flrong  univerfal  propenfity 
of  a  people  cannot  be  fet  aiide  by  the  arm  of  power. 
A  long,  a  powerful,  an  univerfal  habit,  cannot  be 
dhTolved  by  any  exertion  of  authority.  To  attempt 
it,  is  impolitic,  it  is  dangerous  ;  and  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  every  plan  which  can  be  offered,  will  de- 
monflrate  the  weaknefs  of  the  policy.  Inclination, 
intereft,  and  even  difguft,  as  the  reilraint  will  inili- 
gate  every  man  to  affifl  his  neighbour,  and  in  ef-* 
feel  every  man  will  become  a  fmuggler,  and  the 
moil  daring  fmuggler  will  become  the  greateft  fa- 
vourite with  the  irritated  public.  Spirits  will  be 
manufactured  in  every  corner,  and  will  be  brought 
to  market  without  the  burden  of  duties,  and  confe- 
quently  be  fold  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  af- 
forded by  a  licenced  manufacturer.  Even  at  pre- 
fent,  fmuggling  Stills  abound  in  great  numbers  eve- 
ry where.  An  unlicenced  apparatus  was  employed 
by  many  licenced  Diftillers,  to  evade  the  duties  ;  and 
the  vail  influx  of  fpirits  from  thefe  fources,  was,  and 
now  is,  the  real  caufe  of  the  cheapnefs  of  fpirits  ;  and 
thefe  fmuggling  Stills  were  wrought  fo  openly,  that  it 
was  the  general  opinion,  nJMfft  in  the  north,  they  were 
connived  at  by  the  Officers  of  Excife.  But  even  when 
they  were  feized  there,  it  made.no  difference  ;  the 
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Juflices  of  the  Peace  condemned  the  fmugglers  in 
hundreds,  for  their  illegal  practices ;  but  mercifully 
modified  the  fines,  fometimes  even  fo  low  as  a  milling 
Sterling ;  and  the  reafon  has  been  known  and  allow- 
ed by  fome  of  themfelves.  The  landlord  'would  have 
loft  his  rent  if  the  fmuggler  had  been  ruined ' ;  fo  it 
was  judged  beft  to  fend  him  home  to  re-commence 
his  illegal  manufactory.  I  know  for  certain,  all  this 
has  often  happened,  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded  it 
will  happen  again  ;  and  if  your  plan  of  reform  takes 
place*  it  will  foon  become  a  general  practice  j  be- 
caufe,  to  encourage  it  will  be  the  intereft  of  all. 
What,  then,  will  become  of  your  plans  of  police,  of 
morality,  and  of  health,  for  this  country  ?  Alas,  poor 
Scotland  !  unlefs  thou  artfupported  by  thine  own  virtue, 
the  plans  of  the  Rt  Honourable  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  not  preferve  thee  from  deft  ruction. 

But  farther,  it  is  not  only  the  internal  manu- 
facture of  fmuggled  fpirits  upon  which  our  fupply 
will  depend;  the  foreign  fmuggler  will  alfo  lend  us  his 
willing  hand.  Our  induilrious  neighbours  the  Dutch, 
though  poiTeifed  of  fraternifing  principles,  will  not- 
forget  their  induflry  ;  they  will  plentifully  fupply  us 
witfi  their  gin,  they  will  exult  upon  your  plan  for 
reforming  Scotland  ;  they  will  hear  with  pleafure, 
that  you  have  provided  for  them  a  ready  market, 
that  the  controlling  hand  of  authority  has  increafed 
the  profits  of  the  frmiggling  trade,  and  difpoied 
every  heart  and  hand  in  Scotland  to  join  ifTue  with 
them,  and  aflift  their  operations.  Foreign  fpirits 
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will  then  be  found  plentiful  and  cheap  indeed. 
All  the  fleets  and  Excife  Officers  in  Britain  will 
not  prevent  their  importation,  when  fo  fure  a  pre- 
mium, and  fo  kindly  and  univerfal  a  welcome,  will 
be  afforded  to  the  fmuggler.  Even  at  prefent,  though 
we  are  at  war  with  the  Dutch,  and  our  fleets  cove* 
the  fea$,  fmugglers  are  upon  our  coafts  every  day  ; 
infomuch,  that  to  the  north  of  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
Dutch  gin  competes  with  our  home-made  fpirits,  in 
quantity,  price,  and  confumption ;  fo  that  many 
dealers  in  fpirits  will  tell  you,  that  they  can  hardly 
fell  a  drop  of  any  thing  elfe  but  gin  ;  and  they  laugh 
at  any  perfon  who  wonders  how  they  get  it:  In 
Ihort,  Sir,  the  country  will  be  fupplied,  what- 
ever meafures  you  may  think  proper  to  adopt ;  and 
as  to  peace,  morals,  and  health,  you  mall  have  the 
mortification  to  find  the  country  continue  precifely 
as  it  was  before  you  attempted  to  reform  it,  with 
only  the  addition  of  the  profligacy  ^numerous,  a  da- 
ring, and  abandoned  race  of  lawlefs  fmugglers,  who 
are  always  without  the  protection,  and  without  the 
controul,  of  the  laws  of  their  country.  You  will  have 
the  mortification,  not  only  to  have  made  a  facrifice 
of  a  large  productive  revenue  for  nothing,  but  to 
have  given  energy  to  a  commerce,  which  will  be  a 
perpetual  drain  of  money  from  the  kingdom,  and  be  in- 
deed prejudicial  to  the  country,  in  every  point  of  view. 
After  what  has  been  already  flated,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  I  need  fcarcely  obferve  to  you,  that  the  im- 
pofition  of  fuch  an  extravagant  duty  as  you  feem 
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to  threaten,  will  operate  in  the  fame  way,  and  have 
all  the  pernicious  effects,  of  an  abfolute  prohibition. 
This  is  fo  obvious,  that  I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  it  ; 
but  before  I  difmifs  this  part  of  the  fubject,  that 
'  my  purpofe  may  not  be  mifconftrued,  I  embrace  the 
opportunity  to  ilate,  that -there  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
a  more  fair  fubjecl:  of  taxation  than  the  Diitilleries, 
which  offer  a  revenue  very  valuable  indeed,  in  the  pre- 
fent  Hate  of  the  public  diftrefs;  but  whatever  duties 
may  be  irnpofed,  they  ought  to  be  exacted  with  fteadi- 
nefs  and  vigour;  the  licenfed  Difliller  mould  not  be 
permitted  to  fmuggle,  nor  the  fmuggler  permitted  to 
work  at  all.  The  Excife  Officer  fliould  be  obliged  to 
do  his  duty  faithfully,  and  fuffer  when  he  is  found  ne- 
gligent; and  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  mould  be  re- 
quired to  judge  without  partiality,  and,  upon  no 
consideration  whatever,  be  permitted  to  modify 
the  penalties  to  delinquents ;  nor  ought  any  diftinc- 
tion  be  permitted  in  the  extent  of  the  duties  exact- 
ed. If  thefe  particulars  were  fettled,  I  would  be  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  as  the  fpirits  are  at  prefent' 
offered  to  market  at  too  low  a  price,  for  the  con- 
fumption  and  advantage  of  the  community;  fo 
whatever  advance  may  be  fafely  made  in  the  price 
of  the  article  to  the  confumer,  it  is  right  to  apply 
that  advanced  price  proportionally  to  the  revenue 
of  the  Crown.  Upon  fuch  a  ilatement,  an  increafe 
of  duty  will  appear  juft  and  reafonable* 

And  here  I  wifh  much    I  could  give  you  the 
needful  information,    that  you  might  llrike  upon 
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that  medium,  which  will  neither  deftroy  nor 
cramp  the  manufacture,  hurt  the  agricultural  in- 
tereft  of  the  country,  difappoint  the  hopes  of  the 
revenue,  nor  encourage  the  fmuggier.  But  I  have 
no  fuch  connection  with  the  Diftillers,  as  might  en- 
able me  to  throw  light  upon  the  fubjedl,  in  that 
point  of  view ;  for,  like  every  other  perfbn,  whole 
buiinefs  is  affected  by  taxes,  they  are  cautioufly 
tenacious  of  the  fecret  of  their  trade.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  I  take  the  liberty  to  remark,  that  in 
your  budget  laft  year,  you  took  the  Scots  Diitil- 
leries  at  L.  550,000  ;  I  am  now  told,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  your  reforming  fcheme,  if  you  do  not 
prohibit  Diftillation  in  Scotland,  it  is  your  defign 
to  double,  fome  fay  treble,  the  above  duty.  This 
laft  would  make  it  L.  1650,000.  It  is  but  reafonable 
to  iuppofe  the  coft  of  grain  will  equal  the  duties, 
and  the  expence  of  the  manufacture,  amount  to 
a  third  of  the  grain,  fo  that,  without  reckoning  any 
profit  to  the  Diflillers,  the  expence  will  amount, 
to  L. 3, 8 50,000.  Now,  the  whole  inhabitants 
of  Scotland,  men,  women,  and  children,  are  com- 
puted at  little  more  than  one  million  and  a  half; 
and  I  am  perfectly  alfured,  that  at  leait  two  thirds 
of  thefe  fcarcely  ever  tafte  fpirits ;  as,  therefore, 
the  Scots  manufacture  is  confined  to  the  con- 
fumption  of  that  country,  this  immenfe  fum,  with  a 
fuitable  profit  to  the  Diftiilers,  mufl  be  paid  by  that 
comparatively  fmall  body  of  people,  elfe  the  Difl ti- 
leries nuift  entirely  ceafe. 
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I  throw  out  thefe  obfervations  to  your  difcerning 
political  mind,  becaufe,  whilft  on  the  one  hand 
they  hold  forth  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  an  increafe  of 
duties,  on  the  other,  they  exhibit  data,  by  which 
you  may  form  an  idea  of  the  probable  coufumption 
of  fpirits  in  Scotland,  and  then  you  may  judge 
what  duties  that  confumption  may  reafonabiy  afford. 
In  forming  a  judgement  upon  the  fubject,  I  would 
neither  attend  to  the  gloomy  apprehenfions  of  the 
timid,  nor\the  declamations  of  pretended  moralifls, 
nor  the  intereiled  information  of  ale  and  porter 
brewers,  nor  to  the  unfounded  complaints  of  the 
diilillers ;  they  have  already  led  you  to  make  too 
many  experiments  upon  this  fubjecl; ;  infomuch, 
that  the  perpetual  fluctuation  of  the  Scots  Diflillery 
laws  is  a  difgrace  to  legiflation.  Let  the  fubject  be 
now  confidered  deliberately,  without  prejudice ;  let 
duties  be  impofed  upon  the  trade  to  the  utmoil  ex- 
tent  the  reafonable  confumption  of  the  article  will 
admit ;  defend  the  fair  trader,  and  preferve  the  ma- 
nufacture as  a  great  means  of  our  national  agri- 
cultural profperity  ;  and  in  doing  this,  you  muy  reft 
aifured,  fpirits  will  not  be  fold  too  cheap  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  all  your  ideal  terrors  refpecling  the  ilate 
of  the  country  will  vanifh  into  nothing,  and  men  of 
underftanding  will  approve  of  your  arrangements. 

No  fpeculation,  Sir,  appears  to  me  more  certain, 
than  are  the  immenfe  profits,  which  every  depart- 
ment of  the  community  would  afluredly  derive, 
were  the  Scots  Diftillers  encouraged  to  make  their 
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fpirits  an  object  of  foreign  commerce ;  but  what, 
ever  is  in  this,  the  effedt  of  the  diflilleries  upon  the 
agricultural  interefl  of  this  country,  is  no  {pecula- 
tion, nothing  has  more  contributed  towards  its  im- 
provement, and  nothing  can  be  more  necelfarj  to 
its  efhablilhment ;  to  detail  the  particulars,  would 
qccafion  my  being  too  prolix,  and  I  am  fo  deeply 
concerned,  I  might  become  too  earneil  upon  the 
fubjecL  One  thing  is  certain,  that  this  very  fea- 
fon,  in  confequence  of  a  cold  fumnier,  an  irre- 
gular and  late  harveft,  there  are,  in  Scotland,  many 
many  thoufand  quarters  of  barley,  which  can  be 
applied  properly  to  no  other  ufe  than  Biftillation, 
and  your  menaces  againft  the  Diflilleries,  have  al- 
ready deeply  affected  the  market.  In  truth,  Sir, 
you  cannot  conceive  with  what  anxiety  we  farmers 
look  annually,  in  apprehenfion  of  fome  fatal  Diftillery 
law ;  you  cannot  conceive  the  horror  with  which 
we  read  your  laft  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
upon  that  fuUjecl.  Sir,  you  innH,  you  mujl  eafe  our 
apprehenfons,  and  not  cafl  our  families  into  poverty 
and  defpair. 

Will  you,  who  have  rendered  yourfelf  high* 
ly  refpectable,  for  your  political  abilities,  and  for 
applying  the  refources  of  this  great  empire  to  the 
eftabliihment  of  the  revenue  of  the  Crown,  permit 
yourfelf  to  be  influenced  by  the  peeviih  complaints 
of  thofe  whofe  debilitated  nerves  tremble  at  the 
idea  of  popular  commotions,  and  have  fo  little  fenfe, 
as  to  attribute  them  to  the  ufe  of  ardent  fpirits ; 
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Vvrill  you  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  blinded  by  the  abfurd 
complaints  of  them  who  tell  you  of  the  fubveriion  of 
our  morals,  and  deilruction  of  our  health.  From  the 
fame  ridiculous  caufes,  will  you  fhut  out  from  your 
recollection  the  innumerable  reafons  you  have 
to  confide  in  the  faith  of  Scotfmen,  to  trull  in  their 
attachment  to  their  King  and  Conftitution,  to  ad- 
mire their  courage,  their  induilry,  their  perfever- 
ence ;  all  virtues  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  ge- 
neral intemperance.  Will  you  permit  a  few  in- 
fulated  events,  the  ebullitions  of  a  few  inconfider- 
able  difcontented  people,  exaggerated  by  the  re- 
lent ations  of  the  timid  or  defigning ;  will  you 
"or  yourfelf,  contrary  to  reafon,  to  experience, 
to  truth,  to  found  policy,  to  treat  a  people  with  in- 
nce,  who  deferve  fo  \vrell  of  you,  to  throw  a- 
\v:ty  a  revenue,  of  which  the  public  ftand  fo  much 
In  need;  to  difcourage  or  deflroy  a  manufacture  fo 
highly  conducive  to  our  agricultural  interefts,  and 
therefore,  to  the  beft  interefts  of  the  community. 
I  am  foUy  perfuaded,  Sir,  you  will  enquire  more 
fully,  think  more  accurately,  aud  determine  more 
wifely,  than  ever  to  fuffer  yourfelf  to  aft  fo  incon- 
fuierately,'  fo  'wrong ;  but  a  good  law,  maturely 
weighed,  and  formed  for  permanency,  plain  in  its 
conduction,  and  eafy  and  determined  in  its  exe- 
ration,  will  convince  the  country,  that  you  are  en- 
htened  upon  the  fubjecl,  and  have  only  their  in- 
tereil  at  heart;  and  tlieir  general  approbation  will 
be  cordmlly  joined  by 
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